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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We
will remember them" Laurence Binyon, from For the
Fallen
Mass of Remembrance
We held our annual Mass of Remembrance in less
than usual circumstances this year. Nonetheless it
proved to be a moving occasion as the roll call of
those connected with our Holy Family community
was read out. Students attended the virtual Mass in
their form rooms and watched the mass on
YouTube. Our thanks to Fr Paschal Uche for
presiding at the Mass (from his own parish in
Colchester).We held a two minute silence on
Wednesday 11th November which the whole school
was able to participate in.
Below is a link to a new poem written by poet
laureate, Simon Armitage, for this year’s ceremony
of remembrance at Westminster Abbey.
Simon Armitage writes a bitter tribute to the
Unknown Soldier 100 years after World War I
Breast Cancer Awareness
We support the charity Breast Cancer Now each
year and this week have been able to send them a
cheque for £647 which was raised during the recent
non-uniform day.
COVID Update
As you know I have been writing to you more
frequently than usual this week to update you about
the situation regarding covid19 infections among
staff and students. We have had something of a
spike in these figures this week at Holy Family, but
the total number of cases has been 12 (staff and
students) out of a combined school population of
around 1400 staff and students. It is very important
that we continue to maintain social distancing, good
hand hygiene and the wearing of face masks inside
the school building to try to limit the spread of
infection.

News of the positive early results from the vaccine
developed in Germany is really encouraging, but we
will not have access to that vaccine immediately.
Therefore we have to continue living with covid and
following the control measures we have put in place
so that we limit the impact on us all. Unfortunately a
number of staff and students have had to self-isolate
this week and through next week and we are
providing work for the students through a mixture of
online resources and opportunities to join lessons
remotely.
Please do let us know if your son/daughter is having
difficulties with this and we shall do our best to
help.The most recent government guidance for
parents can be found below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whatparents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders-schools-and-colleges-during-thecoronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-andcarers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providersschools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term

Parents’ surgery
After half-term I will be resuming parents’ surgery but
it will be a remote service. If you would like to speak
to me please contact the office on either site and they
will let me know that you would like me to call you on
Thursday afternoon between 4pm and 5pm.

Please continue to remember us in your prayers and
have a good weekend.

With best wishes
Dr Stone,
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS

This week we have the following nominations for Headteacher commendations.
They come from Mr Freeman and the Yr 10 team.
Abigail Kangethe:
Hardworking, conscientious in all lessons.
John Shotikare:
Outstanding work in DT with a mature attitude
Rimilekun Meyfroot:
Outstanding participation in group discussions and great effort particularly in
English and Catering
Khalil Smith:
Mature approach in History.
Quintin Ata-Gyamifi:
Very committed in Sports, working exceptionally hard.
Devantey Afram:
Very committed in Sports, working exceptionally hard.
Omaru King:
Very committed in Sports, working exceptionally hard.
Yingman Huang:
Communication with peers and staff
Jaden Londono Ruiz:
Offering support to his tutor
Well done to all of them!
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Chaplaincy Corner
On Wednesday we held two minutes silence to remember those who have lost their lives not only
during times of conflict but also during the pandemic.
November is traditionally the month of remembrance, and we invite you to record the names of family
and friends who have died, so that as a community we might remember and pray for them.Please enter
the details of your loved ones here.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
Whole school Mass of Remembrance
Every November we hold our annual Mass of Remembrance in the Waltham Forest Assembly Rooms.
It’s the only time that the whole school can be together in one place. Sadly the current context means we
cannot do this.
So we were very happy that on Thursday we were able to hold the Whole School Mass remotely.
While it may not have been the same as we are used to, it was an important spiritual occasion for the
school community, and an opportunity for everyone to reflect on those who have died in their families,
among the school community and in the wider world.
We were delighted that Fr Paschal Uche, former Chaplain at Holy Family and recently ordained into the
Priesthood, was able to celebrate Mass for us.
This Saturday, 14 November, is Diwali, an important religious festival originating
in India celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs and Jains. The annual festival lasts five days,
marking the start of the Hindu New Year and is determined by the position of the
moon.
The word Diwali means “rows of lights” in Sanskrit, and you will see people
decorate their homes with lights. For many, Diwali honours the Hindu goddess of
wealth, Lakshmi. The lights help Lakshmi find her way into peoples’ homes,
bringing prosperity in the year to come. It is also a celebration of good triumphing over evil.
Diwali is also a time to have fun with friends and family, and as with so many religious festivals that have
taken place during the time of COVID-19, will have to be celebrated differently this year.

Sadly the new national restrictions mean churches will once again be closed for public worship but remain
open for private prayer. Please do check your local parish website and newsletter for information on live
streaming and prayer times.
Our Lady & St George parish has a live-stream Mass
weekdays 9.15am and weekends at 10am.

Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

Annual whole school Mass of Remembrance

YEAR 7
This is a drawing by
India Mcfarlene in 7E.
She completed this drawing for Black History Month.
The talent and passion behind this picture
represents the Holy Family way.
Well done India.

YEAR 8
Luke Pemberton, 8A, has been awarded a Jack Petchey
award as a recognition of his achievements in open
water swimming.
Luke is very proud to receive this award in a club of
very talented swimmers who compete at County,
regional and National level and his club has
received funding from the Jack Petchey Foundation
in recognition of this award.
He was Nominated by his coach Caroline Coles who
was a swimmer and a member of the GBR triathlon
team.

YEAR 9
meet the new year 9 prefect team:
Thomas Masterson
Danielle Fennell
Rachel-Marie Naatey
Aleesha Loates
Jenatie Ganesharajah
Marlon Farouk
Patrick McCormack
Tyrees Agha
Jackie Collett
Mahalia McDowell
D'Andre Campbell

Shanel Bhatti
Gabriella Francis
Kwasi Owusu-Mensah
Moriah Tesfai
Chinedum Onunkwo
Jack Zheng
Caden Coogan
Zackary Rebello
Sam Mee
Damien Callus
Giulia Distefano

YEAR 10
Student of the week:
Therese Sarte
was nominated by Mrs Fitzpatrick for taking charge
of the class assembly in challenging conditions.
Congratulations!

Congratulations to the following students on
stars received last week:
Tara Harker and Kira Baranovska
For a great piece of writing in French

Anentte Rodriguez
Consistently exceptional effort in Geography,
learning lots of tricky words and concepts
really quickly.
Well done!

D&T ASSEMBLED

These are fabulous designs from Year 9 textiles
mid term assessment. The task was to design and
illustrate a costume for the character
the Queen of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland.
We are extremely impressed with their results!.

SUSTAINABILITY

Year 9 Textile classes have been looking at the 6R’s of Sustainability and how this can be used in
relation textiles. Over the last few weeks, students have been collecting clothes from their
home which are no longer in use. We will be donating all items to a local Charity Shop (when
they reopen) as a pledge to become sustainable citizens and give back to our community.
What could you do to help create a sustainable world for us all? Do something GREEN
today!

ART

Year 11Art students
did fantastically in
their 10 hour Art
mock exams this
week! Here is a little
sneak peak of the
work in different
stages

MFL

Well done to the following students who
have put in the most hours on
Active Learn as well as producing excellent
work!

Abishan ATHIRAIYAN
Jemuel Omango
Luke Pemberton
Jessica Emmanuel
Ayat Gaim
Ola OSTYNOWICZ
Juliana VILLANUEVA

SUTHASH Arunnya
PERLINSKA Aurelia
MAGUIRE Niamh
MARGOUM Nourzad
AKON Serena

THE LRC

Our wonderful Library Assistants have decorated and
created displays for the month of Remembrance.

YEAR 11 MOCK TIMETABLE

What is the deadline for submission? 20 February 2021. Entries received after
this date will not be considered.
Must submissions have titles? Yes.
Do Columbans need to be mentioned in the entry? Not necessarily, but you are
welcome to mention any aspect of Columban mission work related to the theme.
Can I involve celebrities? Yes, as long you make the arrangement with them and
brief them about the competition.
Can I use interviews? Yes.
Do I have to be Catholic to participate? No, but you must have respect for the
Catholic ethos of the Missionary Society of St. Columban.
Do I need to submit a parent or guardian consent form with my entry? If
you've entered the competition before you may have been asked to submit a
parent or guardian consent form. This is no longer required.
When will I receive news about the winners of the competition? Winners to be
announced personally and on Columban media on 15 March 2021.
Can I enter if I've entered or won a prize in a previous competition? Yes.
How strict is the lower age limit? We can include young people who are turning
15 on or before the 31 August 2021. This will allow all students in the 14/15 year
group to enter.

