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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
“The Lord is coming, always coming.
When you have ears to hear and eyes
to see, you will recognise him at any
moment of your life. Life is Advent; life
is recognizing the coming of the Lord”
Henri Nouwen.
Advent
Advent looks back in order to look
forward. Our celebration of the first
coming of Christ in the stable at
Bethlehem has meaning and purpose
because of the hope and expectation
of His second coming. Christmas is
not a sterile memorial of a thing past
and gone, but a preparation for what is
to come. Advent begins in penitence:
its colour is purple, the symbol for
Christians of preparation and
forgiveness. We reflect on our lives,
and realise our inadequacies. But we
do not remain focused on ourselves,
for Advent calls us to look joyfully to
God, who is coming to complete His
salvation.

During Advent students on the lower
site will have the opportunity to
receive the sacrament of
reconciliation. This is always popular
with our young people and we are
grateful to our local clergy for
supporting this. We also are raising
money through next Friday’s nonuniform day for the School of Joy in
Bethlehem, a school for children with
special educational needs that serves
both Christian and Muslim families in
the city of Bethlehem.
Each year a Holy Family tradition is
that we prepare hampers by asking
families to donate non-perishable gifts
of food etc. Every form group
produces a hamper which is then
taken to our annual carol service in
OLSG Church and presented to the
Christian Kitchen for distribution to
local families in need. This year the
carol service takes place on Tuesday
17th December at 7.00pm in the
church of OLSG, Shernhall St. Please
do come along and support this event.

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Hustings for Holy Family’s mock
election
This week our Yr 12 Politics students
have been speaking in assemblies
about the political platforms of the
main parties fighting the general
election. On Wednesday they spoke
to Yr 13 students about the policies of
the Labour Party, the Liberal
Democrats, the Greens, the Brexit
Party and the Conservatives.
Students listened attentively and
many were discussing the issues
raised throughout the day. Some of
our Yr 13s are 18 years old which
means, of course, that they are old
enough to vote in the election and we
have been urging them to ensure they
are registered to vote and that they do
in fact vote. Voting is a civic duty and
we believe that we should all make
sure that we vote. If you don't vote,
you can’t complain about who gets to
form the government. We should not
take the right to vote for granted there are many parts of the world and
billions of people who do not enjoy
living in a democratic society with the
rule of law and the right to determine
who their political leaders are.

Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery takes place every
Thursday afternoon from 4pm to 5pm
on the Walthamstow site. If ever, I am
not available one of my senior
colleagues substitutes for me.
Please continue to remember us in
your prayers.
Dr Andy Stone
Headteacher

Headteacher

COMMENDATIONS
This week we have commendations for
students in year 9 Media Studies. Over the
last four lessons the students in four
teaching teams have delivered a series of
lessons to the rest of the class on genres
within different types of media.
The completely student led lessons have
been engaging, informative and have used
a range of impressive teaching
techniques. Well done to them all!

Headteacher

COMMENDATIONS
Daniel Abodunwa, Edem Akator, Bryan
Akon, Luke Angus, Nevan Byfield-Price,
Ryan Cabral, James Canlas, Ashwin
Cherian, Kareem Clarke, Joanna Copa,
Luca Da Conceicao, Harry David, Bambo
Djabula, Tacyana Ferguson, Kelsey
Gyasi-Twum, Arnas Jankauskas, Stacey
Kazuma, James Kerr, Exaucee Mulamba,
Miracle Mulamba, Emmanuel OppongKyere, Shay Radford, Kai Taylor, Sasha
Thomas, Myglor Yambuya

Waltham Forest
Sports Awards 2019
The annual Waltham Forest
Sports Awards were held on
Thursday 21st November
in The Assembly Rooms at
Waltham Forest Town Hall.
Everyone looked resplendent
in their glam clothing and
trainers!

The borough PE departments
thought it fitting to present an
award in recognition of her
service to the borough. The
Inaugural Tina Simpson
Female Role Model in Sport
award was presented by
Tina's sister, Lesley Simpson.

There were many awards
being presented with many
of the schools in WF being
represented. This year there
was an additional award
presented. In memory of our
former colleague Tina
Simpson.

This years recipient was our
very own Brenda Mana who
typifies a positive female role
model who goes above and
beyond in all sporting
disciplines.

Waltham Forest
Sports Awards 2019
It was a fabulous evening
commemorating the
phenomenal legacy of a
selfless servant to sport in the
borough.

Jack Petchey Awards
Ceremony 2019
Each year a prestigious awards ceremony takes
place at the Walthamstow Assembly Halls to
honour the winners of that years Jack Petchey
Awards. We are proud to be so involved with
the scheme as it's our chance to recognise the
hard work and dedication from our staff and
students. Each month colleagues and peers vote
for who they think should receive the award,
the Jack Petchey committee then make a
decision and the year culminates in these
fantastic awards.

Jack Petchey Awards
Ceremony 2019
"The Jack Petchey
award evening exceeded
all my wildest dreams.
It felt very strange to
receive an award
because on every
previous occasion I
have been to the
Assembly Halls I have
been handing out
awards. It was the
pinnacle of a long and
rewarding career as a
teacher at Holy Family
and I could never have
achieved it without the
support, determination
and hard work of the
countless amazing
students I have had the privilege of working
with. This reward would never have been
possible without the support of all the staff at
Holy Family and I am indebted to everyone who
nominated me.
Holy Family is truly a fantastic
family. I feel honoured to have been given this
award, very proud and immensely happy. It was
very touching to have the support of my family
to watch and they have put up with a lot over
the years. I was touched by the words that the
host recited and the mayor was extremely
encouraging and sincere. It was an occasion
that I will always cherish. A truly amazing
evening." Mrs Heath

Jack Petchey Awards
Ceremony 2019

"On 19th November, I was fortunate enough to
represent the Dominica Trip Group in
accepting the Jack Petchey medallion for being
nominated as ‘Outstanding Achievers’. It was
an absolute honour to be chosen to accept this
award for all of our efforts. The event
consisted of numerous schools receiving
similar awards for a variety of reasons. The
group won the award for our continuous
fundraisers and our ability to manage sitting
our GCSEs alongside the preparation of the
trip. It was a wonderful event where I had the
opportunity to receive the award from Waltham
Forest Mayor Councillor Christopher Robbins
CBE. During the intervals, I got to witness
three different types of entertainment; ranging
from a steel pan drum performance, dancers
and string players. Overall, the night was a
great success and a time for the borough’s
achievements to be recognised. The group is
still currently fundraising to reach the total
amount before we go in May 2020 – if you can
help, please donate on our Just Giving Page
here."
Kylie Coffie Year 12

Jack Petchey Awards
Ceremony 2019

Ben

Edwin

Kevin

Pavaram

Marcus

Weronika

Chaplaincy Corner

God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour.
Amen.

Sunday 1 December is the start of the season of Advent. In school, the Advent
wreath and Crib will be displayed and the Christmas tree decorated.
Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming”. Jesus in coming and
Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for His arrival.
Each Sunday of Advent is represented in the Advent Wreath by a candle. Three
purple candles, representing Hope, Love and Peace and one rose coloured
candle, representing Joy.
Advent is also a period of self-preparation. The colour purple is associated
with Advent and is also the colour of penance, and there is an opportunity for
students and staff to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during school
time on the lower site.
We also look forward to seeing many of you at our Annual Carol Service that
takes place on Tuesday 17 December at 7pm in Our Lady & St George’s Church,
followed by mince pies and mulled wine. This is always an enjoyable event and
a wonderful way to begin the countdown to Christmas.
May you all have a blessed Advent season.

Holy Family Year of
Sustainability – Live Simply Tip No.10
Choose wrapping paper without foil or glitter – then it can
be recycled!
Pope Francis writes in his encyclical Laudato Si
#211 “There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through
little daily actions”

Mrs Grierson, Chaplain

KEY DATES FOR
ADVENT 2019
Sunday 1st December – 1st Sunday of Advent HOPE
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Wednesday 4th December Walthamstow 10am-1.20pm
Sunday 8th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent PEACE
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Thursday 12th December Walthamstow 10am-1.20-pm
Sunday 15th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent JOY
Tuesday 17th December – Christmas Jumper Day / Lower site Christmas Lunch / Carol
Service 7pm, Our Lady & St George’s
Thursday 19th December – Upper site Christmas lunch
Thursday 19th December - Carol Singing at Blackhorse Road Tube Station 5-8pm
organised by HCPT all welcome!
Friday 20th December – Last day of term
Sunday 22nd December – 4th Sunday of Advent LOVE
Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day
Thursday 26th December – St Stephen’s Feast Day
Tuesday 31st December – Holy Family Feast Day

SOCIAL MEDIA CATCHUP

@hfcswaltham

@hfcswaltham

TIPS

A YEAR IN TO HOLY FAMILY,
YEAR 8 PROVIDE SOME TIPS
AND ADVICE FOR THE NEW
YEAR 7S
THIS WEEK WE HEAR FROM
ELENA O'BRIEN 8R

When I was in year 7 I remember that I talked to people as
I wanted to make friends and it helped find people I had
got on with. I felt secondary school was a big change and I
wouldn't settle in but after a few days I already had friends
and new my way around the school.In year 7 I wanted to
ask how to make school life easier and how to get through
without problems. How i got through year 7 was by
making friends and doing homework.Now in year 8 im
happy in this school and I’m confident in working at Holy
Family. The advice I would give is listen to teachers and be
organised.
Three top tips:
Do homework
Listen to your teachers
Do any extra work to help you in class.

Castle Competition
Huge congratulations to the year 7
winners of the History Castle Competition,
pictured with their Head of Year Miss
Carrick here. Thank you to Miss Parker
for organising such a brilliant
competition!

English Literature Trip
‘Love Through the Ages’

A number of students from the year 12 English class were able to go on an
educational trip whereby we listened to various lectures surrounding ‘Love Through
the Ages’, which is the theme based around the scheme of work we are currently
studying in our lessons.
We were spoken to by five lecturers, including a theatrical director of Shakesperian
plays, three University lecturers, and an English examiner. They were all able to
give us diverse and interesting interpretations of the texts we were studying,
therefore widening our knowledge and understanding of them.The University
lecturers spoke to us about the meaning of our texts and delved into the language
techniques of various plays, novels and poetry, whereas the theatrical director
approached Shakespeare’s texts from a completely different angle, giving us a
different outlook and interpretation. Lastly, the examiner gave us many tips in
terms of answering the exam question - he gave us advice on what to do and what
not to do, including what examiners wanted to see when marking an essay, which
was highly useful as an indicator to see where we’re doing well, and what we need to
improve on. Overall, the trip was highly useful in allowing us to widen our
knowledge and understanding of the various texts we are currently studying in our
English lessons, therefore enhancing our literary abilities and preparing us for any
upcoming exams.

Also this week...
Rosamary Zilouka (year 12) from
the PR & Marketing Team found
this interesting article regarding
tools to help students become
more successful - click here to
find out more.
10A enjoyed their Pixl Edge
activities. Most students are
now moving up to the
graduate level. Well done to
Mr Yohannes!!

Year 7&8 students took part in a fantastic Biomedia
Science Art workshop.

MFL Seneca Champions!

Juno V, Anabel C.

Aaliyah H

Aleena C.

Aaliyah H

Juno V, Anabel C.

Aaliyah H.

Well done to all!
Keep up the good
work!

6th Form Notices

Applications are now
open to join our 6th
Form for September
2020 - click here to
apply now!
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In L26 (Art room)
Tuesday lunchtimes
- Mr Shannon & Ms Parker -

DID YOU KNOW HOW
BENEFICIAL MUSIC IS FOR YOU?

ASK YOUR MUSIC TEACHER
ABOUT LESSONS

