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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Quotation of the week
“No man is an island entire of itself;
every man is a piece of the continent, a
part of the main; if a clod be washed
away by the sea, Europe is the less, as
well as if a promontory were, as well as
any manner of thy friends or of thine own
were; any man's death diminishes
me, because I am involved in
mankind. And therefore never send to
know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for
thee.” - John Donne
 
 
Brexit
It is of course Brexit Day today (Friday
31st January). While some may see this
as a cause for celebration, the
overwhelming majority of our young
people do not. However, we are leaving
and we will have to get on with it. Brexit
has been a divisive process for the
country. It is, however, more important
than ever that we create an atmosphere
of mutual respect for everyone who lives
in this great city and for everyone who is
a member of our wonderfully diverse
school community. I suspect Brexit will
be neither a disaster nor a triumph in the
end, but we shall have to see what the
future holds.

RSE questionnaire
I shall follow up with a letter next
week, but I wanted to give early notice
of the following event. As you will be
aware all schools must deliver the
new Relationships and Sex Education
curriculum from September 2020.
Thank you to parents who responded
to our recent survey. This was very
helpful in indicating areas where
parents want more information, may
have concerns or would like to know
more. 
 
We are therefore holding a parents’
information/consultation evening on
Tuesday 25th February 2020 at 6pm
on the Wiseman site when you will be
able to hear from the school about our
intended approach to RSE from
September 2020. We shall have the
Diocesan RE Advisor present and a
number of our staff on hand to
present ideas and to help answer any
questions you may have. This event is
for parents/carers of all students
whichever year group they are in.
 
 
 



HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Parents’ evenings this term
We have parents’ evenings for each
year group during the spring term and
enjoy excellent attendance and
support from parents at these events.
Thanks to parents who attended the
Yr 9 parents’ evening this week. The
remaining ones are listed below for
your convenience.
 
The remaining ones are listed below
for your convenience.
 
Thurs 6th February Yr 13
 
Thurs 27th February Yr 12
 
Thurs 5th March Yr 10
 
Thurs 19th March Yr 8 
 
All parents’ evenings take place from
4pm to 6.30pm on the site where the
year group is based.
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know?
Did you know that we have six houses
and six patron saints at Holy Family -
St Anne, St Stephen, St Philomena,
St Ignatius, St Richard and St
Elizabeth. This week our six House
Leaders held assemblies for the
students in each house. Every student
is a member of a house which are
vertical groupings of students from Yr
7 right up to Yr 13. All our houses
have at least one charity that they are
raising money for this year, chosen by
a student vote. Every house will be
raising money for charity during Lent
and we look forward to seeing which
house raises the most money for
good causes.
 
Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery takes place every
Thursday from 4pm to 5pm. If ever, I
am unavailable then a senior
colleague substitutes for me.  
 
 
Please continue to remember us in
your prayers.
 
 
 
Dr Andy Stone
 
Headteacher
 



COMMENDATIONS
Headteacher

 

Mrs Corlett has nominated 
Elijah McKenzie 

in Yr 9 who is doing exceptionally well in
his vocal lessons and has been working on

Grade 7 pieces in preparation for his
London College of Music exam. 

 
He is a fantastic talent and is exceptionally

dedicated to music. 
 

Well done to Elijah!
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Holocaust Memorial Day – 27 January 2020
The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust writes “Holocaust Memorial Day is a time when we seek
to learn the lessons of the past and recognise that genocide does not just take place on its
own – it’s a steady process which can begin if discrimination, racism and hatred are not
checked and prevented.”
 
When we see discrimination, racism and hatred, we can think that the issues are so great
that we can have no meaningful impact. That whatever we do in the grand scope of things, it
ultimately doesn’t matter. 
 
Yet, as God’s people, we Christians are commanded to stand up for what God stands for:
righteousness, justice, love and truth. Although it may not be easy, and we might lose some
friends in the process, what matters is that we do what is right.
“Speak up for people who cannot speak for themselves. Protect the rights of all who are helpless.” 

 (Proverbs 31:8)

Holy Family Year of Sustainability – Live Simply Tip No.16
Living a simple life means stripping away the nonessential stuff to focus your
time and energy on the things that matter the most to you.
 
Pope Francis writes in Laudato Si:
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. (13)

Chaplaincy Corner - Mrs. Grierson. Chaplaincy
 

.

Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could do
only a little (Edmund Burke)
 
The Justice & Peace group made a memorial flame using positive words. Five
candles were lit to remember the Holocaust and the genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.
 
 “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get
better. It’s not.” (Dr Seuss)
 
 
God of justice and of peace, You call your people to stand together, in solidarity

with those who suffer;
We remember before you in sorrow: all who perished in the horror of the
Holocaust, all who were persecuted, and all whose suffering continues; 

Turn the hearts of all who persecute and oppress, and of all who seek to divide; 
Open our own hearts and minds, when they are closed in fear and hatred,  

So that all your peoples may stand together and reflect your image 
Amen ©HMD



Holocaust Memorial Day
'Don’t be content in your life just to do no wrong, be prepared every day to

try and do some good.'
- Sir Nicholas Winton, who rescued 669 children from Nazi-occupied Europe

This year’s theme for Holocaust Memorial day is 
‘Stand together’.

 
While there were survivors, what also survived was

antisemitism. 
 

The numbers of holocaust survivors is decreasing, therefore it is
essential we capture their stories and listen intently. 

 
However, the same hatred that led to the holocaust is present in

our society and is growing. 
 

It is therefore imperative that we do not remain passive and that
we use our knowledge to challenge racist views constantly.

 
Learn more at https://www.hmd.org.uk/

https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/


Last Friday, the Year 12 and 13 History, Sociology and Geography
students were invited to a live viewing of an interview with holocaust
survivor, Susan Pollack. We were given an insight into her life before,
during and after the war as she explained many of the events and
extreme hardships she had to go through as a Hungarian Jew.
 
Susan became aware of anti-semitism from a young age, and
following the outbreak of the second world war, it became much
more visible in her hometown. In May 1944, Susan and her family
were sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where she stayed for ten weeks,
before being sent to Germany to work as a slave labourer in an
armaments factory. On the 15th of April 1945, Susan was liberated by
the British army, and was soon sent to Sweden to recover. She now
lives in London, and regularly shares her testimony in schools across
the country; she feels the duty to speak and inform people of the past
events, and she also said that it helps her to talk about it.
 
Listening to Susan’s story was not only shocking and eye-opening, but
it also had an emotional impact on many in the room; her strength
and bravery was inspiring, and is something which will stay with me
for a long time. Holocaust Memorial Day was on the 27th of January,
which marked 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
and was a day of national commemoration dedicated to the
rememberance of those who suffered in The Holocaust.

LIVE INTERVIEW WITH A 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR by Chloe Contaldo



Computing & Science
 
 
 
Science Museum Trip

Computing
From the trenches of the First World War  to the latest in cyber security,  Top
Secret  explores over a century’s worth of communications intelligence through hand-
written documents, declassified files and previously unseen artefacts from the Science
Museum Group's and GCHQ’s historic collections.
 
Trace the evolution of the gadgets and devices used to conceal crucial messages and to
decode the secrets of others.  Hear from GCHQ staff doing top secret work to defend
against terror attacks and serious crime and discover the challenges of maintaining
digital security in the 21st century.
 
They got to explore the story of Alan Turing and the team of Bletchley Park
codebreakers who broke the Enigma code in 1941, uncover spy-craft from 1960’s Cold
War espionage and challenge your friends and family to become codebreakers in their
interactive puzzle zone.
 
Top Secret coincides with the 100th anniversary of GCHQ, the UK’s Intelligence, Security
and Cyber agency.
 
 



Science
Ignite  curiosity in science and maths through more than 50 hands-on exhibits and
immersive experiences.Wonderlab: The Equinor Gallery  enriches learning across
the themes of Forces, Electricity, Light, Sound, Matter, Space and Maths.
 
Alongside over 50 hands-on exhibits, the gallery includes  live experiments at
the Chemistry Bar, lightning demos at the giant Tesla coil, and our brilliant Explainers to
facilitate engagement.
 
Wonderlab encourages  students to be curious, to look closely at  details and to be
creative—skills that are invaluable to scientists.



Holy Family's year 9 GCSE Drama class had an exciting and enjoyable
session on Monday, with a practitioner from the Donmar

Warehouse, as we are taking part in a project called, 'Take to the
stage.' 

 
This project will include us working towards creating a devised

performance in response to Carol Churchill’s play ‘Far Away’ which is
about a dystopian future. 

 
Jack, who came in from the Donmar Warehouse, led us in a few

games and activities to start us off and then we introduced ourselves
to him. In one of the group activities we had to create freeze

frames/images representing a word or phrase that Jack mentioned.
Most of these were to do with the play 'Far Away' which we are yet to

see. This activity gave us a vague idea of what the play was about,
some of the words were hiding, animal versus humans, dystopia and
nature versus humans. We then got put into groups and discussed
the possible disasters and problems that we could come across in
the future, and shared it with the class; things such as the climate

change crisis, diseases and illnesses, technology, Robots taking our
jobs, WW3 and supernovas were some of the things mentioned and
discussed, amongst the class. Every group then picked a disaster of

their choice and made a one minute scenario. 
 

The year 9 GCSE drama class look forward to going further into this
project, we will keep you updated!

Donmar Warehouse Workshop
by Christine Savva



SPORTS UPDATE
Congratulations to the yr 8, 9 and 10 girls basketball
teams who have all progressed into the final stages of

the borough basketball competition. 
 

Yr 8 will play a semi final vs WSFG and Yr 9 will play a
semi vs WA. Yr 10 are in the final vs Lammas which will
be played at the Feel Good centre on Monday 3rd Feb .

(PICTURED) The yr 9 basketball team qualified to
represent WF in the LYG competition . Round 1 was a
home match vs Sacred Heart of Mary, Upminster who

were representing Havering.  
 

In a very close match Holy Family just edged a win 20 -
19. The girls will now move forward into round 2 with

another home match .



Yr 7 and 8 netball club,  training hard with Ms Winter
ready for their league matches which start after half

term  - and they have new pink netball posts

SPORTS UPDATE

Congratulations to yr 8 basketball team who won their
semi final vs WSFG 16-12. They will now join The Yr 10
girls in playing in the final at The Feel Good Centre on

Monday 3rd Feb - Tip off - 10.30am .



The prefect leadership team
had a great session

delivered by Deloitte.



CAREERS
CORNER

For all careers based enquiries contact 
 

Mr. Fidegnon 
 

j.fidegnonedoh@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk
 

02085203587

Year 10 Work Experience
 

Dear Year 10 Parents,
Please be aware that there are Work experience self-placement forms

available at the school office on the upper site for those willing to find own
placements. This is always better than having to rely on BEP jobs selection. 

Self-placement form hand-in date:  Friday 14th February 2020
 

For any help, please speak to Mrs Pike on 02085203587 Ext:302



National Apprenticeship Week

Click to read more!

https://mailchi.mp/successatschool/naw-students?utm_source=Success+at+School+-+Newsletter+Signups&utm_campaign=6b2f4542f2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_01_16_12_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65c6d67e71-6b2f4542f2-212053923&goal=0_65c6d67e71-6b2f4542f2-212053923&mc_cid=6b2f4542f2&mc_eid=d17a2e8398


National Apprenticeship Week

Click to read more!

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1/files/fcffceb0-e704-48eb-9cf6-b9395ddfaa94/National_Apprenticeship_Week_2020_helpful_links.pdf?utm_source=Success+at+School+-+Newsletter+Signups&utm_campaign=6b2f4542f2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_01_16_12_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65c6d67e71-6b2f4542f2-212053923&goal=0_65c6d67e71-6b2f4542f2-212053923&mc_cid=6b2f4542f2&mc_eid=d17a2e8398


Want to become a lawyer but worried about the university
fees?  Why not consider a Solicitor Apprenticeship Programme

with us.
 

Our six-year programme allows you to study for an LLB degree
in Legal Practice, build your career and become a qualified

solicitor whilst working and earning without having to pay the
university fees.

The Programme
We work with Cilex Law School and The City Law School at City, University of London, to
deliver the Solicitor Apprenticeship Programme. As a Solicitor Apprentice you will work
in our offices based in London. Four days a week will be spent working in our practice
groups and one day will be allocated to study. You will spend a year in each practice
group where you will be involved in many of the day-to-day tasks of a trainee lawyer.

Throughout your apprenticeship you will experience a broad range of our practice
areas as you rotate through a variety of groups.

Training and Support
Throughout your apprenticeship programme and in addition to your studies you will
receive regular training.  This could come in the form of on-the-job training with your
supervisor or more formal training sessions through the Charles Russell Speechlys'

Skills Academy. In each group that you work in you will be assigned a dedicated
supervisor who will work with you to ensure you are developing the required skills and

knowledge. In addition to this, you will have a personal tutor at The City Law School
who will meet you at regular intervals throughout the programme.

How to Apply
There is an application process to attend our assessment centre for the Solicitor

Apprenticeship Programme. Applications are currently open and close on 10 March
2020. For more information and to apply, please visit our Solicitor Apprenticeship

webpage here.

Solicitor Apprenticeship Programme

https://www.charlesrussellspeechlys.com/en/careers/apprenticeships/?utm_source=Venture+Marketing+Group&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11204885_CLIENT%3A+CRS+%28WCL%29+13.01.2020&utm_content=Apply+Here&dm_i=1RRK,6O5QT,QNFE9E,QLIMN,1
https://www.charlesrussellspeechlys.com/en/careers/apprenticeships/?utm_source=Venture+Marketing+Group&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11204885_CLIENT%3A+CRS+%28WCL%29+13.01.2020&utm_content=Apply+Here&dm_i=1RRK,6O5QT,QNFE9E,QLIMN,1


Each week twelve year 10s will tell us about their

career aspirations



Each week twelve year 10s will tell us about their

career aspirations



Each week twelve year 10s will tell us about their

career aspirations
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Year 9 have been working hard honing their wood

cutting skills to make boxes. 
Great to see them helping each other!
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Year 8 showing us the important theory work that

goes into planning projects!
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Year 7 paper modelling for their fleece hats.

Learning how the hat is constructed
and garment making technology.
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Year 9 taking on the sweet & savoury 

choux pastry challenge



MFL Seneca Champions!

Wiktoria M Cino J.

William G.Esther M.

William G.

Most Questions Answered on Active Learn This Week:

Cynthia T., Alex W., J'nae Z., Adrianne I., Jayden A.,
Priscilla A. for French.

 
Aaliyah H., Tiago D., Claude N., Yu Ruo C. and William

G. for Spanish

Ashton S.
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Activities 




