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First sunday of advent

HOPE
Find out how you can help us raise funds for
our House Celebration Days by shopping
online! More on Page 5
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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
“Advent increases our hope, a hope which does not
disappoint. The Lord never lets us down.” Pope
Francis.
Sunday 29th November is the first Sunday of Advent
that special season of preparation for Christmas. As
Pope Francis notes, Advent is a season of hope, of
joyful anticipation. This year, more than ever, we all
need that sense of hope. In waiting to celebrate the
birth of Christ we are able to look forward with hope
to a 2021 that will be better than this year, to a world
in which we can get on top of the coronavirus and to
a world where we can be vaccinated and kept safe
from infection.
Advent will not be the same for us in school this
year, though we have our Christmas trees up and
our decorations ready and waiting. We are
disappointed that we cannot hold our carol service in
the parish church and that we cannot celebrate in
the way that we normally do in school. However, we
shall be having Christmas lunch for each year group
in their bubbles and we are collecting goods for
distribution to those in need. If you can please do
continue to these collections which will make a big
difference to families in need.
Respect
This week’s assembly theme has been respect. The
example of Christ who inspires our Holy Family Way
teaches us a great deal about respect. There is
respect for oneself as a child of God, created in His
image. There is the respect for others that comes
from a recognition that everyone else in this world is
also a child of God and entitled as such to dignity
and respect. And there is the respect in the gospel of
Matthew that comes with Christ’s injunction to “do
unto others as we would have them to unto us”.
Respect is something we set great store by at Holy
Family as I know you do in your families. Thank you
for all that you do as parents of our young people to
teach them right from wrong and to be respectful of
everyone they meet.

COVID Update
We have continued to experience a number of covid
cases in school this week leading to around 250
students in different year groups having to self-isolate
in the past few days. The knock on effects of just a
small number of positive cases are significant as you
know. Thanks for supporting your son/daughter while
they have had to remain at home. We have been
doing our best to set work and to create remote
learning opportunities for all the students at home in
self-isolation. Thank you for your support with this.We
have experienced less staff absence this week
compared to last week. We recognise there is anxiety
around infections in the school community, but the
school is in regular contact with public health officials
and we are taking all necessary and appropriate
steps to ensure the school can safely remain open.
Over 1000 students have been able to come to
school and receive their education this week which is
good and we are looking forward to seeing the vast
majority of students who are currently self-isolating
returning next week.
Monday 30th November
Please note that, as previously advised, Monday is
an inset day and so students do not attend school on
Monday 30th November. School is open as normal
on Tuesday 1st December.
Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery is currently a remote service. If you
would like to speak to me please contact the office on
either site and they will let me know that you would
like me to call you on Thursday afternoon between
4pm and 5pm.

Please continue to remember us in your prayers and
have a good weekend.
With best wishes
Dr Stone, Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS
This week we have the following nominations
for Headteacher commendations:
Caleb Muwanguzi 7P,
Goda Bogdanovic 7St
and Ryan Angus 8R
for their outstanding work ethic and
engagement in English.
All their work is always completed to a very
high standard and Mrs Scullion, who
nominated them, could not be any prouder of
them.
Well done to all of them!

SOCIAL MEDIA
CATCHUP
@hfcswaltham

@hfcswaltham

Help us raise funds for our
House Celebration Days!

We are delighted to announce we are working with Easyfundraising to help
us raise funds for our House Celebration Days.
Our House system exists to instill a sense of belonging, team spirit and healthy
competition in all who study and work at Holy Family. We are devoted in our
mission which is to embrace our clear Christian values of respect, service and
justice. We are asking for your help in raising funds so that each House can
have a House Celebration Day - a day when each member will be rewarded in
recognition of their charitable works, good deeds and collective successes.
If you’re shopping the Black Friday sales, please remember to use
easyfundraising! Over 4,300 shops and sites will donate to Holy Family
Catholic School - Walthamstow for FREE when you use easyfundraising to
shop with them. This means you can raise donations for us no matter what
you’re buying – whether that’s gadgets, electricals, games consoles, toys,
clothes, gifts or anything else!
These donations make a BIG difference to us and don’t cost you anything
extra, so please keep us in mind while you’re grabbing a bargain.
For great deals and offers click the image above!

Chaplaincy Corner
This Sunday, 29 November, is the start of the season of Advent. In school, the
Advent wreath and Crib will be displayed and the Christmas tree decorated.
Advent comes from the Latin word meaning “coming”. Jesus is coming and
Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for His arrival.
Each Sunday of Advent is represented in the Advent Wreath by a candle.
Three purple candles, representing Hope, Love and Peace and one rose
coloured candle, representing Joy. 2020 will live long in the memory as the
year of the coronavirus pandemic. Daily life changed dramatically and
suddenly. We instantly lost freedoms that we have perhaps taken for
granted. We couldn’t see our extended families; we couldn’t visit our church
buildings; we couldn’t travel; we couldn’t hug our friends.
Advent remains a time of hope, of love, of peace and of joy, so let us prepare to celebrate a joyous
Christmas, whether this will be with our close family and friends or through non-traditional methods such
as Zoom and live streaming.

Christmas Food Collection
Many of you will have seen a message about our annual Food Collection, this year for The Christian Kitchen
and Eat or Heat, a local food bank. It’s been lovely to see donations already coming in and I thank you in
advance for your generosity.

Dear Jesus,
You are the hope in our messy world.
This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice,
and focus on what’s really important.
We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate
your birth on Christmas.
Amen.
May you all have a blessed Advent season. Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

D A T E S
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Advent
Sunday 29 November – 1st Sunday of Advent HOPE
Friday 4 December – Non-uniform Day
Sunday 6 December – 2nd Sunday of Advent PEACE

Sunday 13 December – 3rd Sunday of Advent JOY
Tuesday 15 December – Walthamstow site Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 15 December – Christmas Jumper Day for staff and
students
Wednesday 16 December – Wiseman site Christmas Lunch
Friday 18 December – Last day of term

Sunday 20 December – 4th Sunday of Advent LOVE
Friday 25 December – Christmas Day
Saturday 26 December – St Stephen’s Feast Day

Thursday 31 December – Feast Day of the Holy Family
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Our annual tradition is a little different
this year
Please donate the following items only:
Tinned tomatoes
Tinned vegetables/pulses
Tinned fruit
All items can be left in donation collection
points in the hall on both sites until the
end of term when they will be delivered to
Christian Kitchen & Eat Or Heat
Please make sure all food is
well within its use by date
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Tuesday 15th
December

Prizes for
best jumpers
announced on
Friday 18th
December

YEAR 9
More great work from 9S following on from
Anti-bullying week.
Have you been kind this week?

YEAR 10
Student of the week
Justin Carriere Johnny
For his mature approach, positive influence on others and
effort in lessons
Year 10 Stars
Tara Harker, Lyan Wilhelms-Sandoval & Tingyu Aling
for creating an outstanding starter in French

Isaiah Garvie
for his contributions in Sociology

Cheani Gregory
for her contribution and attitude in Biology

Tacyana Ferguson
for her kind nature in lessons
Mrs Farrugia, Miss Pearce and Mrs Woolnough have
commended all those that have logged into their online
lessons.

Some of the Year 10 Prefects
delivered an outstanding
assembly on Tuesday morning on
Respect.
Well done to them all for their
professional, confident delivery
and insightful content.

D&T ASSEMBLED

In the last week students have completed sewing
machine driving tests, practiced hand sewing
skills, scrambled eggs on toast, soup & correct
washing up and improved their metal work skills
whilst making bottle openers.

D&T ASSEMBLED

A HUGE WELL DONE to all our year 11 stdents who
have worked incredibly hard to plan, prepare,
make and serve a suitable Christmas dish for their
mock exams.

MFL

Well done to the following students who
have put in the most hours on Seneca &
Active Learn as well as producing excellent
work!

French Seneca: Nevin R.,
Devonte B., Anashrah S.,
Jahiro M., Giorgia L.

Tahalia M., Humphrey A.

Isabella C., Kacper B.,
Bobby V.

Chanttel Y., Crystal M.,
Maria F.P. , Neriah-Jane O.,
Kamil N., Oscar N.,
Joshua M.

ART

Beautiful work completed recently
for commissions for charity
organised by the Art Department

STILL AVAILABLE
BUY A PACK OF 10 CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR £5,
DESIGNED BY OUR PHOTOGRAPHY STUDENTS .
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:
MS.JAVAID@HOLYFAMILYCATHOLICSCHOOL.CO.UK

