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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
"You'd be so lean, that blasts of January
Would blow you through and through."
~William Shakespeare, Winter's Tale,
c.1610 [IV, 4, Perdita]
Covid update
As you know following the government’s decision to go to a
3rd national lockdown, we have moved to remote learning for
all students except vulnerable and key worker children, who
may still attend school, for at least the rest of this half-term.
This week we have had between 30 and 35 students attending
school each day. Thanks to staff who have come in and
supervised and supported them.
Remote learning
In terms of remote learning you can expect that there will be a
high proportion of ‘live’ lessons and we are following the
school timetable as best we can. We have circulated a code of
conduct to everyone setting out the ground rules and
expectations for taking part in lessons. We record everyone’s
attendance at each lesson and follow up if students are absent
or appear to not be participating well. Please try to help us in
this - one thing we can try to do as parents/carers is to
encourage our children to get up, get dressed, eat breakfast
and treat the school day as a working day. We will be sending
out a parental questionnaire at the end of next week to ask you
for feedback about your experiences of remote learning.
Pastoral support
Pastoral support continues and your son/daughter’s year team
will be communicating with you and following up any issues
that arise. We are calling home where we have concerns or to
offer support and we will be expanding our KIT (Keeping in
Touch) calls next week as we did during the summer lockdown
so that we try to personally contact everyone fortnightly if
possible.
Digital devices
We have supplied quite a number of devices to families this
week and are looking at what we can do to help with
broadband issues and with data for mobile phones. This issue
has moved up the national agenda recently too which is good
to see. If you have any issues with digital access to remote
learning please let us know - you can contact me or any other
member of staff about this. My details are supplied again at the
bottom of the newsletter this week.

Exams GCSEs and A levels update
The Secretary of State for Education announced that GCSE and
A level exams are cancelled this summer and that grades will be
awarded based on teacher assessment of the progress and
performance of students in Yrs 11 and 13. This is likely to be a
similar process to that used last summer and we are told there
will be support and training for teachers. We are awaiting this
and as soon as I know more I shall let you know. For the
moment it is vitally important that every student continues to
engage with their lessons, completes any assignments set and
completes all tasks as their teachers require them to. We will be
making assessment decisions based on all the evidence and
data at our disposal.
Amended Risk Assessment
The Borough has asked us to make some further amendments
to the school’s risk assessment. This includes requiring
everyone attending school at present to wear a face mask at all
times except when eating or drinking. In addition, everyone is
asked to bring at least two masks per day because there is
evidence that the effectiveness of face covering diminishes
over time and an individual mask should not be worn all day.
The amended risk assessment can be seen on the school
website here.
Mass Testing
You may have heard about the planning for mass testing using
Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) that schools have been working on
this week. We are piloting our testing on staff who are present in
school today, Friday 8th Jan. LFTs provide a result in 30
minutes and are useful for discovering where there may be
asymptomatic cases of covid within the school population. Our
plan is to offer this weekly to students who are attending school
at present subject to parental consent and we hope to offer this
from next week. Further details will follow.
Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery is currently a remote service. If you would like
to speak to me please contact the office on either site and they
will let me know that you would like me to call you on Thursday
afternoon between 4pm and 5pm. You can also email me
directly at anytime on a.stone@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk
And finally...
To end on a positive note, we have been very impressed with
the maturity and engagement of our students with their online
learning It is not easy and there are many challenges, but our
students have high levels of motivation and resilience and I want
to thank all of you parents/carers for the support and
encouragement you are providing at this time.
Please continue to remember us in your prayers.
With best wishes
Dr Stone, Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS
This week we have some
Headteacher commendations for the following
students:

Arnold Cyril,
PJ Mavungu
and Ruth Denkyirah
all students in Yr 11.

They have each been nominated by Ms Atakan for
their commitment to online Maths revision lessons.

Well done to all of them!

SOCIAL MEDIA
CATCHUP
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Chaplaincy Corner

The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of emotions and memories for many of us. We
have all just experienced a long and difficult year, whilst others will have experienced the
best year ever, the birth of a child, a marriage. The fresh calendar year brings desperate
hope for things to be better, with an ache for the still-fresh wounds to slowly begin their
process of healing. Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest year of your life, or are
incredibly glad to see this one finally over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all. You are
not alone. Not ever.
“Do not be afraid, I am with you! I am your God, let nothing terrify you! I will make you
strong and help you; I will protect you and save you.” Isaiah 41:10
Wednesday 6 January was the Feast of the Epiphany and Holy
Day of Obligation. We were able to join Fr Dominic in his parish
in Romford for a live stream Mass.
There is an old tradition of “chalking the door” to celebrate the
Epiphany, the day that marks the arrival of the magi, to the
place where Jesus was born. “Chalking the door” is a sign and
symbol of asking God’s blessing upon those who live, work, or
visit throughout the coming year.

+20 C M B 21+
The letters C M B come from the traditional names for the
three kings: Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.
It is also an abbreviation for “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which means,
“May Christ bless this dwelling”. The first and last numbers refer to the current year.

Lord,
You make all things new.
You bring hope alive in our hearts and cause our Spirits to be born again.
At the beginning of this new school year, in this time of uncertainty and
anxiety, we ask for your mercy.
Bless and protect our students, teachers, staff, their families.
Give wisdom to the decision makers.
In these days when so much has changed, help us to trust in the love of your
Son Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today and forever.
Amen

Every blessing for the New Year - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

Feast of the Epiphany
The Feast of the Epiphany was live
streamed on Wednesday 6 January, at
12.15pm from St Edward the Confessor
in Romford. It was be celebrated by Fr
Dominic a
The Epiphany celebrates both the Magi
(three kings or wise men) visit to Jesus
shortly after his birth and also Jesus'
baptism by John the Baptist.

According to the Gospel of Matthew, the three wise men - named Melchior, Caspar and
Balthazar - followed the star of Bethlehem across the desert to meet the baby Jesus, offering
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The three Kings represented Europe, Arabia and
Africa respectively. The gifts were symbolic of the importance of Jesus' birth, the gold
representing his royal standing; frankincense his divine birth; and myrrh his mortality. In
many countries the day is a public holiday. In the Spanish speaking world, Epiphany is
known as Dia de los Reyes (Three Kings' Day). In Mexico, crowds gather to taste the Rosca de
Reyes - Kings' bread. In other countries, a Jesus figurine is hidden in the bread.

GEOGRAPHY

The Royal Institution Christmas lectures this year were
aimed at young people and teaching them all about the
planet. The first one was extremely relevant to GCSE
Geography and the second two were very interesting as
extra learning.
Click here to watch them

Year 13 had a fantastic lesson this week using jamboard to plan an essay evaluating the
outcomes of globalisation.
Year 9 were so impressed they also wanted to try it out to discuss the links between
health, wealth and education in terms of global development.

D&T ASSEMBLED

Year 8 have been using
Computer Aided Design (CAD)
to produce fabric print designs.

KEY WORD ALERT!
C.A.D. - COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN
Computer aided design is the use of computers to aid (help) in the creation (making),
modification (changes) or analysis of a design.
Positives: increased productivity of the designer, improved quality of design,
easy to share
Negatives: High purchase cost for new systems, takes time to learn how to use
software, loss of work due to sudden 'crashes'

MFL

Well done to the following students who
have put in the most hours on
Seneca and Active Learn as well as
producing excellent work!

Nevin R., Julienne A.,
Benita S, Arjun T.

Javel S., Trinity A.

Isabella C. , Janna S.,
Benita S., Nevin R.,
Julienne A., Chelsy S.,
Ryan V.

Rory O'C., Crystal M.,
Maria F. P. , Kaylen R.,
Oscar N.

PE
There is a GoogleClassroom for all students
for Core PE so that all students to participate
in PE.

There is a fitness plan so that all students
can maintain a healthy, active lifestyle 5 days
a week.

Ideally do one session during PE class and
four other session throughout the week.

CAREERS CORNER

This is just a sample of the placements
available at Speaker for Schools.
For a full list of placements sign in here to search and apply.

CAREERS CORNER
The SFS Virtual Talks programme allows speakers to remotely connect with
students in classrooms and share their unique insights and advice with young
people.

Join 10 minutes before the
broadcast to be ready
Learn how to join a VTALK here:

Sixth Form Leavers 2020 Destinations

