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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
This week was the week of Holocaust
Memorial Day and these words are
particularly apposite for our quotation of the
week:
First they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Socialist
Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a trade unionist
Then they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew
Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me
(After Martin Niemoller, Lutheran Pastor)
Survey feedback
Parents survey
Thank you so much to each of the 482 parents who
responded to the parental survey. This was a
fantastic response rate and it has been really helpful
for us to see the responses of parents. Mrs Gaynor
has put together an excellent analysis of the survey
which you can find included in Family Matters this
week. I just wanted to highlight a few key points
here in my section of the newsletter.
Where you told us there were issues about
access to a digital device we have been able to
follow this up. We have provided over 200
laptops and chromebooks since the latest
lockdown

Similarly where families have had issues with
access to the internet then we have been able to
help with that too
We are going to provide some further guidance to
parents regarding what google classroom is as a
number of parents said that they found this
difficult
Where you identified your child as lacking
confidence with remote learning, not being
engaged, or finding work too difficult we have
shared that information with year leaders so that
they can contact parents and offer advice and
support
We are also providing support, advice and
guidance to parents concerned about their child’s
mental health
Some parents wanted to know what their child’s
timetable is. You can find this on the SIMS parent
app and you can also ask your child to show you
their journal which contains their timetable in it
Some parents asked about our feedback policy.
We are following our school policy and providing
feedback on written work on a fortnightly basis. In
addition, much feedback, especially at this time of
remote learning, is taking place in the form of
verbal feedback during the lessons.
We share good practice among our staff and
teachers regularly join other teachers’ lessons so
that we can learn from each other.
Some parents are concerned about the lack of
physical activity at this time and we encourage
you all to try to get your children to take part in
the activities suggested by the PE department
and also to take a walk and get fresh air each
day. As the days are gradually becoming longer
this is becoming a bit easier too.
We will always contact you if we have a concern
about your child’s progress. However, we also
welcome you getting in touch with us and you can
contact us easily by email. Key contacts can be
found on our website via the link below:
www.holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk/home/about/staff-list/

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Student feedback
Our students from all year groups also fed back to
us. They carried out surveys of their fellow students
and then were invited to feedback at our Senior
Leadership Team meeting this week. Some of the
key points they made included:
Most students would prefer to be in school
Some students are struggling more than others
with remote learning
Students prefer their lessons to be interactive
and varied
Some students are struggling with workload
Some students are concerned about eye strain,
headaches, motivation, and concentration
Students like to have a mix of live lessons and
work that they are set to complete
Most students appreciate the decision to make
lessons 50 minutes long but point out that some
students spend the ten minutes using their
phones or checking their social media
There is great concern among many students
about their screen time each day
Students prefer to have the structure of their
school timetable to follow each day
Some students would like teachers to record
lessons so they can watch them again later
It’s been very helpful for us to have this feedback as
it has enabled us to follow up on a number of issues
and also to be able to tweak our provision and make
it even better. It’s also been reassuring for us to
hear that most students and their families are
managing reasonably well and that the
communication from school to home is clear.
Thank you again to everyone who participated.

The school’s approach to parents’ evenings
The parental survey about remote learning raised
issues about how parents will be kept informed
about their children’s progress. We had a number of
parents’ evenings scheduled for this spring term
which it has not been possible to hold.

We provided feedback this month to parents of Yr 11
students about their mock exam results and for
students in other year groups we will be contacting
parents where we have concerns about a student’s
progress.
We intend rescheduling parents’ evenings for the
summer term when we hope we will, once again, be
able to hold face to face meetings.
We considered whether to invest in software that can
schedule remote meetings for parents but we are not
convinced that this works effectively - meetings have
to be very short and, even then, there is a limit to how
many parents can be assigned a meeting with a
particular teacher.
Where we have concerns about your son/daughter’s
progress we will contact you and, if you have
concerns yourself, then please do make contact with
us. The easiest route for this is to contact your child’s
Head of Year.

You can find the email addresses of key teachers on
our website and by clicking the link below:
www.holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk/home/about/staff-list/

Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery is currently a remote service. If you
would like to speak to me please contact the office on
either site and they will let me know that you would
like me to call you on Thursday afternoon between
4pm and 5pm. You can also email me directly at
anytime on a.stone@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk

Please continue to remember us in your prayers.

With best wishes
Dr Stone, Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS
Congratulations to the following students who have all been nominated for
Headteacher Commendations.
First to the following Yr 12 students nominated by Mrs Belgrave:

Aliyah Edwards
who has been coming into school and working brilliantly since the latest
lockdown.
To the following students for passing their GCSE English exam in November:

Alex Nish, Disanthan Robinson, Adrian Fernando-Pulle
and Shea Carroll.
And to the following students for passing GCSE maths:

Kayden Ata-Gyamfi, Noah Feculak-Norman and Darnel Harris.
Very well done to them all!
We also have nominations from Ms Atakan for Yr 11 maths students who have
shown fantastic commitment to their online Maths revision sessions:

Ricardo Moreira, Venushan Jegatheswaran, Robbie Itoko,
Samuela Appiah, Matillda Baskaran, Ayotomiwa Omolabi,
Veronica Kurtulus, Wiktoria Sadowska and Laura Szarmacher
Well done to everyone!
Congratulations to all our commendation students this week.

SOCIAL MEDIA
CATCHUP
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Chaplaincy Corner

Continuing the theme of ASPIRE, this week we’re looking at “participate”. As the lock down continues, we
are missing opportunities to participate, whether it be a sports club, church, a trip to the pub or just a gettogether with friends.
But we still need to keep talking – FaceTime, phone calls, texting and so
many other options exist to make sure that you can keep talking to those
that you love. It’s so important to do this and to not shut yourself off from
everybody.
And for students, please don’t shut yourself away from your family. Use
this time at home to connect with people you live with, as well as people
you haven’t spoken to in a while. You could try family film nights/board
games, or look through old photos and reminisce on happy memories.
Praying as a family is not something that comes easily to everyone. Families are far more likely to watch
television together than they are to pray together. Pray through joys and sorrows: families can pray
together in thanksgiving for a good day and for God’s help in difficult times. Praying through both good
and bad reminds the family of God’s presence and that he answers all prayers as He sees fit.
Sunday 31 January is Racial Justice Sunday – ‘A Time to Act’
Racial issues and inequalities were identified nationally and internationally in 2020 generating
awareness, emotion and outrage. In light of this Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is particularly significant.
Ethnic minorities have suffered disproportionately from the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrating a
systemic problem with racial injustice in our society. It is not enough to simply denounce racism. This is a
time to act.

Lord Jesus Christ,
in your ministry
you were approached by people
of many different nations and cultures.
You listened to their cry for help,
treated them with love and compassion,
and brought them healing and wholeness.
In our own time may we provide
to all those who are suffer
the help that they need
and the care that they require.
May we respond to the invitation of the Holy Spirit
to dream of a world made new
where the poor are not forgotten
but are given the opportunity
to live and flourish
with good health and equal prospects.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
Amen

Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

TIPS FOR

WELLBEING
This week Ms Nordon tells us:

UBUNTU
(SAY OOH-BOON-TO)

This roughly translates to:
I find my worth in you and you find your worth in me.

In other words, we need to look after each other as
well as ourselves.

This may mean having to forgive people and a need
to really see how others live to understand where
they are coming from.

Nelson Mandela put ubuntu in South Africa’s
constitution and maintained ubuntu as a way of
life-he and Archbishop Desmond Tutu often
exclaimed they could not be happy unless the
people around them were happy too.

We walk forwards together.
Can you increase kindness in someone else’s life?

YEAR 10
We know that these times are so challenging for everyone,
and that it is hard to stay motivated and on top of your
schoolwork in such strange and scary times. I asked your
teachers how you were all doing, and I got an overwhelming
positive response. Here are the students that have been
going above and beyond in their schoolwork and online
lessons. Well done everyone! Keep up the great work.
- Mrs Fitzpatrick

For fantastic work and commitment in maths lessons, Miss Atakan would
like to applaud:

Ashwin Cherian, Emilia Watson, David Sheridan,
Gisela Antwi & Ashlee Mie Yap
In French, Miss Sheikh-Oomar would like to commend:

Gabriel Turay
100% deserves huge recognition for always taking the lead in the
prayer, helping me out with technology, helping me when taking the
register, not forgetting the all important - keeping on top of all tasks
set, helping classmates. He created some starter activities for me
without even asking him to do it! Striving to do his best at all times.
The students below complete all tasks in French without fail, promptly
act upon feedback and are really trying hard.

Kira Baranovska, Shanjai Peratheepan, Lyan Williams
Sandoval, King-David Boachie & Anna Sytniewska
Miss Barry would also like to congratulate

Remy Meyfroot
as he has been excellent with helping and encouraging other students
to do their best, stay focused and complete work.
In Media, Mrs Farrugia would like to heap praise upon:

Joanna Faith Copa
for producing consistently outstanding work and always putting in
maximum effort- she goes above and beyond in every piece of work in
Media Studies.

Luca Da Conceicao
for showing great improvement in his work and submitting excellent
assignments with lots of textual analysis detail

YEAR 10 - CAREERS

ENGLISH

Enjoy the following two examples of Prospero's spell, as
imagined by year 7's Feile Au & Rekisan Moharan

D&T ASSEMBLED

Year 9 have been looking at statement fashion and
creating their own statement t-shirt designs!

MFL

Year 10 French students had to find their favourite outfit from their
wardrobe - take a picture and describe when they wear it / what their
favourite outfit is. It was a race and these were the fastest entries.

Quand je sors avec
mes amis quand il fait
chaud, je porterais
probablement cette
tenue.C’est ma tenue
préférée parce que
c’est très à la mode et
bon pour les journées
chaudes d’été.J’aime
aussi cette tenue parce
que tout va vraiment
bien ensemble.

Lundi prochain, je vais
porter un t-shirt noir
avec mon rappeur
préféré dessus avec un
jean. Ma sœur déteste
ma chemise parce que
elle n’aime pas les
rappeurs. Je ne porte
jamais de robes ou de
jupes. Je porte des
baskets Jordans rouges.

Mes vêtements préférés
Quand il fait froid, Je porte un pull moulant noir avec un pantalon gris
et des baskets noires et blanches. aussi, pour me garder au chaud, je
porte un manteau gris soyeux ou un manteau en cuir donc je n'ai
jamais froid. Quand je sors avec mes amis, ils me disent que mon pull
est trop moulant. Je ne sais pas mais , à mon avis, j'ai l'air si beau! (My
friends say that my jumper is too tight but I don’t know - in my opinion
I look so handsome!)

Si je sors avec mes amis,
j’aime porter un pantalons
noir car c’est vraiment doux
et ca me rechauffe. Je ne
porte jamais de pantalons
bleu parce que je pense que
ça ne me va pas. J’adore
porter ma jupe noire car
c’est vachement confortable
et j’aime le dessin de fleurs.
Je n’aime pas porter de
chapeau car je pense qui est
très inconfortable et un peu
agaçant. Je porterai des
chaussures noires car j’aime
la couleur noir.

CAREERS CORNER
Dear parents,
In a ‘normal’ year we would start organising work experience
placements for your child to take place in the last 2 weeks of the
summer term (July 2021).
As we are all aware, recent times can be described as anything but
‘normal’.
For that reason, this year’s work experience placements will be
cancelled.
Instead of this we would like all our year 10 students to take
advantage of the following opportunities that their YL has been
sharing with them:
- Virtual/Online Work experience from S4S (see following pages for
more information)
- The Virtual National Apprenticeship Show (www.nas.vfairs.com)
taking place on 10 February
- And many more.
Please read “The Parents’ Guide information” pack in the following
link to see more opportunities for your child and why these are
important.
https://bit.ly/39MC4Ko
Kind regards,
Mr Fidegnon

CAREERS CORNER

There are many more virtual
experience opportunities on the
Speakers for Schools website or
contact Mr Fidegnon for more info.

CAREERS CORNER
The SFS Virtual Talks programme allows speakers to remotely connect with
students in classrooms and share their unique insights and advice with young
people.

Join 10 minutes before the
broadcast to be ready
Learn how to join a VTALK here:

Sixth Form Leavers 2020 Destinations

Deadline: 30 April 2021
Need more information/guidance:
contact your science teacher /
or Mrs Anjorin

Interested? https://youtu.be/2ENwM-RpvOU

For years 7 & 8

KEEP
READING
Waltham Forest are currently offering a 'click
and collect' service from the Walthamstow,
Chingford, Leyton, Leytonstone and Wood
Street Libraries, and access to e-books.
Click Here for more information

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” – Margaret Fuller

