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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
“No business which depends for existence on
paying less than living wages to its workers
has any right to continue in this country. By
living wages I mean more than a bare
subsistence level - I mean the wages of decent
living.” -Franklin Delano Roosevelt US
President 1933-1945
Fair Trade Fortnight
This week has been the first week of Fairtrade
Fortnight, which highlights the growing
challenges that climate change brings to
farmers and workers in the communities
Fairtrade works with. Farmers and workers in
countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and
Honduras, say climate change is one of their
biggest challenges right now and low prices for
their crops mean that they are struggling to
fight back.
The climate crisis is an immediate and everincreasing threat and those in climate
vulnerable countries are already seeing its
impacts from droughts and crop disease to
floods, heatwaves and shrinking harvests.
Fairtrade gives shoppers the opportunity to live
and shop according to their principles and take
action to support farmers and their families.
Fairtrade provides consumers with an
opportunity to connect with the people who
grow the produce we enjoy and need.
Our assemblies this week were on the theme
of fairtrade, equity and social justice all themes
which fit in very well with the season of Lent, a
time when we should be thinking more of
others and less of ourselves and when we
consider especially those who find themselves
in difficult circumstances.

Collection of clothes and household items
Over the past couple of weeks staff have been
bringing in items from home that they no longer
want or need. These are all in good condition
and we intend on making them available to
families who may need some support at this
time. The pandemic has meant that some
families may be struggling at the moment and
so we want to help. Colleagues are currently
sorting out and cataloguing what has been
donated and we shall be making arrangements
so that we can get items to where they are
needed. Please look out for further information
about this, but if you are in need of such things
as children’s clothes, teen and adult clothing,
baby items, bedding or other household items
you may email me in confidence and we will
make what we have available to you. My email
address is a.stone@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk
Arrangements for reopening the school
As you will be aware, the government has
announced that schools will reopen from
Monday 8th March. Secondary schools are
required to offer Lateral Flow Tests (LFTs) to
all students on their return and we are then
required to make these available to all students
on three occasions. These tests are subject to
parental consent unless a student is 16 years
old or over (which includes all sixth formers
and many Yr 11 students).
Lateral flow tests are carried out by the person
themselves swabbing the back of their throat
and their nose. They are processed in school
and a result is available after only 30 minutes.
The aim of the testing programme is to try to
identify any student or member of staff who
may be asymptomatic but actually infectious
with covid19.
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We will be contacting all parents next week
with consent forms to ask you to provide
consent for your child under the age of 16. This
is, of course, not obligatory, but we would like
all students to be tested because that will offer
us the best chance of identifying any potential
asymptomatic infectious cases.
The government's plan is that, after carrying
out three tests of students in school, parents
will then be provided with testing kits to carry
out these tests twice weekly at home. I would
encourage everyone to be tested and ask
parents to provide consent to do this as it will
be beneficial to our whole school community.
Because secondary schools will have to carry
out a very great number of tests in school we
are not expected to re-open to everyone on
Monday 8th March. Students in different year
groups will be phased back into school during
that week once their year group has been
tested. We are expected to have all students
back in school by Monday 15th March and we
will be using the week beginning 8th March to
carry out these tests.
I will provide further confirmed details for you
next week in a separate letter so everyone is
completely clear about the arrangements for
re-opening the school.

Arrangements for assessing Yr 11 and Yr 13
students
The government today confirmed that schools
will be responsible for assessing students and
awarding grades for Yr 11 and Yr 13 students
this summer.
Grades will be based on evidence that we have
about each student’s performance including
performance on any mock exams, in class
assessments, any coursework completed and
any further assessments which the school
makes use of.
Grades will be published on 10th August for A
level students and 12th August for GCSE
students, which is earlier than usual in August.
Grades will be subject to moderation processes
within the school and will be subject to external
checks by exam boards. There will be an
appeals process for any student unhappy with
their grades. We will be working out our
procedures for carrying out this important work
in the coming weeks.
Grades have to be submitted by schools by
18th June 2021 and it is really important that all
Yr 11 and Yr 13 students continue to work
hard, complete the work set by their teachers
and give the best account of themselves so
that we have the best evidence base on which
to make grading decisions.

Parents’ surgery
Parents’ surgery is currently a remote service. If you would like to speak to
me please contact the office on either site and they will let me know that you
would like me to call you on Thursday afternoon between 4pm and 5pm. You
can also email me directly at anytime: a.stone@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk
Please continue to remember us in your prayers.
With best wishes,
Dr Stone
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS
We have lots of commendations again this week so thank you to staff for continuing to
nominate students who have shown excellent effort in their studies.
First, in Spanish, nominated by Ms del Prada we have

in 8R Akinlolu Akinsanya, Sefora Akon, Davina Boafo,
Paul Gabriel Gonzales Punzalan, Pouran Jafari- Dizaji,
Jeremy Matthew, Nicholas Niemczyk, Bethel Siaw.
In 8S we have Maria Benke, Eveleen Drapalyuk, Aaliyah Hill,
Chikanyima Igboama, Miriam Moloney-Elkasmi, Duncan Reyes.
In 9S we have Stacy D'Souza, Tony Dandoczi, Almaz Farquhar,
Nikolas Gauba, Martinas Genys, Roneta Lauzonyte, Aleesha Loates,
Darnel Norville, Amit Sooraj, Sianna Xavier-Cruickshank.
And in Yr 10 we have Cleopatra Acheampong, Ciara Israel,
Janell Dowe, Lilianna Gardzielewska, Natalia Luckowska, Miracle
Mulamba, Victoria Szlachta.
Next we have

Napsugar Ruff in 7A
who taught others in her form about the effects of pollution on animals. Napsugar is
nominated by her Geography teacher Ms Lippa.

Mrs Maris nominates one of her Yr 11 students

Wiktoria Adamczyk
who has shown immense resilience during lockdown and made incredible progress.

Finally this week Mrs Heath nominates

Georgi Radulov
who has been making excellent progress in learning English.
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Chaplaincy Corner
It’s been a busy week in the Chaplaincy. During half term, a
silver birch was planted in the Walthamstow site prayer
garden. There will also be one planted in the Wiseman site
prayer garden by the end of February. These trees will be a
lasting memorial to remember and recognise the lives and
efforts of all affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

On Monday there was a Fairtrade coffee break (including
chocolate brownies) in the Walthamstow staff room to
celebrate the start of Fairtrade Fortnight.
Friday 26 February is CAFOD Family Fast Day – Water is Life. Sadly, not all our global
neighbours have access to clean water. Abdul and Mohammed live in the Afar region of
Ethiopia, one of the hottest places on Earth. Water is scarce and people make long and
difficult journeys to collect water. Abdul and Mohammed’s cousin, Abdella, makes a
five-hour round trip twice a day so that everyone has enough water to wash with and to
drink. You can watch a video of Abdella’s journey here.
If you are able to make a donation to CAFOD’s work, you can donate online via their
website.

Lord God, we thirst for a world of justice –
a world of peace and happiness.
We thirst for people to be treated equally and fairly.
So, Lord, give us the gift of water:
the water of life, the water of forgiveness,
the water that refreshes us
and gives us the energy we need to change our world.
Amen.
©CAFOD

Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

Key Dates for Lent 2021
FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY – CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY
SUNDAY 28TH FEBRUARY – 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
SUNDAY 7TH MARCH – 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT
SUNDAY 14TH MARCH – 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
(MOTHERING SUNDAY)
SUNDAY 21ST MARCH – 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT
SUNDAY 28TH MARCH - PALM SUNDAY
THURSDAY 1ST APRIL – MAUNDY THURSDAY
(LAST DAY OF TERM)
FRIDAY 2ND APRIL – GOOD FRIDAY
SATURDAY 3RD APRIL – HOLY SATURDAY
SATURDAY 3RD APRIL - ST RICHARD’S HOUSE FEAST DAY
SUNDAY 4TH APRIL – EASTER SUNDAY
MONDAY 5TH APRIL – EASTER MONDAY
MONDAY 20TH APRIL – RETURN TO SCHOOL
Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

TIPS FOR

WELLBEING
This week Ms Nordon tells us:

Live Pura Vida (Pure life)

Costa Ricans prefer to stay optimistic and happy,
whatever the circumstances.
They use ‘Pura vida’ as a way of greeting each other and as a
national motto.
Costa Rica got rid of its army in 1948 to invest the money into
health, education and eco-tourism.
Its people are surveyed as amongst the happiest on earth;
Psychologists say a big reason for this is they spend time
appreciating their biodiverse environment, exercising outdoors
and being with friends/family.
Do you live Pura vida?

HOLY FAMILY 2021
BAKE OFF CHALLENGE

ENTRIES COMING SOON!

ST DAVID'S DAY
1st March
Saint David was born in Caerfai, Wales. David's fame as a teacher and his
asceticism (strict chastity) spread among Celtic Christians, and he helped
found about 12 monasteries. His foundation at Glyn Rhosyn became an
important Christian shrine, and the most important centre in Wales.
The date of Saint David's death is believed to be 1 March 589 AD. His final
words to the community of monks were: "Brothers be ye constant. The
yoke which with single mind ye have taken, bear ye to the end; and
whatsoever ye have seen with me and heard, keep and fulfil." For
centuries, 1 March has been a national festival. Saint David was recognised
as a national patron saint in the 12th century at a peak time of Welsh
resistance to the Normans. He was canonised by Pope Callixtus II in 1120.

Children in Wales take part in school concerts with recitation and
singing being the main activities. The younger girls sometimes wear
traditional Welsh costumes to school. This costume consists of a long
woollen skirt, apron, white blouse, woollen shawl and a Welsh hat.
Also, various Welsh Regiments of the British Army use aspects of
Saint David's cross, Saint David himself, or songs of Saint David in
their formalities during the celebrations.

Many Welsh people wear one or both of the National symbols of
Wales to celebrate St. David: the daffodil (a generic Welsh
symbol) or the leek (Saint David's personal symbol) on this day.
The flag of Saint David often plays a central role in the
celebrations and can be seen flying throughout Wales. Popular
dishes traditionally eaten on Saint David's Day include cawl
(soup), bara brith tea loaf, Welsh Cakes, Welsh lamb and Welsh
rarebit.

ART

Year 9 have been learning how to draw in 1 point perspective.
Impressive work from Emilia B., Neriah-Jane O., Nevin R. & Amelia W.
Before

After

D&T ASSEMBLED

Year 9 students have been designing fabulous footwear
inspired by a country, city, location or landmark of their
choice.

D&T ASSEMBLED

Year 12 were tasked with designing and and making
aerodynamic gliders using only Google Sketchup and
materials from inside their homes

MFL

Well done to the following students who
have put in the most hours on
Seneca and Active Learn as well as
producing excellent work!

Jayden E.

Kiarn T., Brooke P., Naomi M.,
Milanne F., Julia M., Patryk G.,
Chelsy S., Devonte B.

Maria B.

Tania R. B., Damareo B.

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
KS3 MATHS - PARALLEL PROJECT ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME.
EVERY THURSDAY AT 3PM
ACCESIBLE ONLINE - HTTPS://PARALLEL.ORG.UK/
SOME STUDENTS HAVE THEIR OWN LOG IN DETAILS ALREADY BUT IF NOT
THE CODE TO JOIN IS QZL15U

HISTORY CLUB
WEDNESDAYS AT 3:30-4PM
GOOGLE CLASS CODE: 4UIT2LR
SOLVING MURDERS AND NEW CLUES RELEASED EVERY WEDNESDAY TO
GO THROUGH TOGETHER ON GOOGLE MEETS.

YEAR 8 READING CLUB
WEDNESDAYS 3:10-3:40PM
CURRENTLY READING “WONDER”. STUDENTS CAN JOIN USING THE LINK
POSTED EACH WEEK ON THE YEAR 8 GOOGLE CLASSROOM.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION SESSIONS - 6TH FORM
WEDNESDAYS FROM 3:15PM VIA THE GOOGLE CLASSROOM (SEE LINK)
HTTPS://CLASSROOM.GOOGLE.COM/C/MTC2MDY2MTI1MTU5?CJC=LKKMB2X
DEBATE CLUB
EVERY THURSDAY FROM 3:20PM
MORE INFORMATION ON GOOGLECLASS:
HTTPS://CLASSROOM.GOOGLE.COM/C/NZG5NJU5NZU4OVPA?CJC=VLTDQEV
ONLINE CHESS CLUB
EVERY THURSDAY FROM 3:20PM
MORE INFORMATION ON GOOGLECLASS: CLASS CODE - JQJNW5I

ONLINE RUNNING CLUB
CAN BE COMPLETED WHENEVER YOU HAVE TIME
CLASS CODE - ZFPIIDK

CAREERS CORNER

There are many more virtual
experience opportunities on the
Speakers for Schools website or
contact Mr Fidegnon for more info.

SUCCESSFUL PLACEMENTS
Congratulations to the following student who has been accepted onto a
Virtual Work Experience placement:

Tre-Sean - Sir Robert McAlpine

CAREERS CORNER

Competitions, experiences & talks
Contact Mr Fidegnon for more information:
j.fidegnonedoh@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk

THE MAKER CHALLENGE PROGRAMME IS AIMED AT YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 14-18
ALL SESSIONS ARE DELIVERED REMOTELY THROUGH ONLINE WORKSHOPS LED
BY EXPERT STAFF AND SUPPORTED BY IMPERIAL STUDENTS.

THE REACH OUT MAKERSPACE IS A DEDICATED SPACE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
CONTAINING A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT TOOLS SUCH AS 3D PRINTERS, LASER
CUTTER, SCANNERS, TRADITIONAL WOODWORKING MACHINERY, HAND TOOLS
AND CRAFT MATERIALS.

THERE IS A WORKSHOP SPACE AND DESIGN STUDIO, STAFFED BY OUR
DEDICATED MAKERSPACE TEAM.
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