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Have you visited the
lrc yet to check out
the black history
month activities?
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See page 16 for details
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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
“The noblest art is that of making others happy”
P T Barnum, American showman and
impresario.
The latest on lockdown
With covid cases rising across the country it is
easy to be a bit despondent about things. Today
the government announced that London will go
into a stricter form of local lockdown. Schools will
remain open as at present, but the public will not
be permitted to meet indoors including in pubs
and restaurants and we are being advised not to
use public transport unless absolutely
necessary. These measures are being taken
because there is concern at rising levels of
infection across London and indeed, other parts
of the country. As I say, however, school will
remain open through next week and beyond and
we have not had any more covid cases among
the school community since the first week of
September.
Engagement of students
This week I want to praise all our young people,
and thank you as their parents/carers, for
supporting and encouraging them to make the
best of our common situation and get on with
their learning. Almost without exception the
students have been excellent, working hard and
doing their best even though we cannot teach all
our lessons in the way we might like. Covid is
presenting a unique challenge to us but one that
the Holy Family community is rising to meet and
our staff and students are showing great
fortitude and resilience at this time. I’m confident
that the experience of living and studying
through this time of adversity will stand our
students in good stead in their future lives.

Fitness
As you will know, the main PE activity this term
has been based on fitness work. When the
students returned some were not as fit as they
might have been. However, after 6 weeks of
fitness activities Mrs Cole, our Head of PE tells
me that the fitness levels of our students are
much improved which is good to hear. Next
week the students will have the opportunity to
do some other covid-safe activities in their PE
lessons including trampolining and badminton,
which I’m sure will make a welcome change for
everyone.
Next week
We have a normal week at school with a nonuniform day (cost £2) on Friday 23rd October.
We break up for a week for the half-term
holiday on Friday 23rd Oct at the usual time of
2.10pm and we will return on Monday 2nd
November at the usual time of 8.30am.

Please continue to remember us in your
prayers and have a good weekend.

With best wishes
Dr Stone, Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S

COMMENDATIONS

We have Headteacher commendations this week for:
Lemuel Osei-Biney, Eamon McGrath, Karl Medina
and Jonathan Thevarajah
who all achieved A or A* in both their Pure
Mathematics and their Statistics and Mechanics mock
exams. They were nominated by Mr Shannon.

We also have nominations for the following three
students who, on Monday of this week, took part in a
photoshoot for Waltham Forest to appear in a
brochure the council is producing. They showed great
patience with the photographers as it took nearly
three hours to get the perfect three shots. They are:
Jenatie Ganesharajah 9S, Ryan Cabral 10P and
Anika Manansaka 11S
and they were nominated by Mrs Farrugia.

SOCIAL MEDIA
CATCHUP
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Chaplaincy Corner
October is Black History Month. The history of the Church is full of many ethnic Catholic
saints, who received recognition for great deeds or meritorious conduct. Many lost their
lives in defence of the faith. Many were also honoured for their contributions to the
Church and their community.
Saint of the week is St Martin de Porres. Born in Peru in 1579, son of a
Spanish nobleman and a freed black slave. At the age of 12 he began an
apprenticeship with a barber/surgeon. Later, Martin joined the Dominican
Order of Preachers as a lay-brother, continuing his old trades of barbering
and healing as well as kitchen work, laundry and cleaning.
Martin fed, sheltered and healed hundreds of families and established an
orphanage and school, teaching the children skills.

Feast Day 3 November

St Martin de Porres is the Patron Saint of mixed race people, social justice
and racial harmony.

A call went out to staff for donations of toiletries to the Choose Love Help
Refugees Moria camp appeal. This camp is Europe’s largest refugee camp and
was devastated by fire in September, leaving 13,000 people without shelter.
The need for nappies and other hygiene supplies has never been more urgent.
It was wonderful that we could take a large box of supplies to the collection
centre for onward distribution. Thank you to all staff who donated.
The Holy Family Way in action!

This week, the Year 9 Justice & Peace group looked at the theme of water. Do we take access to safe, clean
water for granted? Last week, residents across large parts of east London were without water following a
burst pipe. People quickly realised just how we rely on water, for washing, cooking and heating and
schools had to close. Only 57% of schools in the world have basic hand washing facilities. So, even when
schools are open, in more than 4 out of 10 schools, students and teachers cannot wash their hands.
Pope Francis says: “Access to clean, fresh water is a fundamental human right that must be defended.”

Lord God,
we thirst for a world of justice – a world of peace and happiness.
We thirst for people to be treated equally and fairly.
So, Lord, give us the gift of water: the water of life,
the water of forgiveness, the water that refreshes us
and gives us the energy we need to change our world.
Amen.
© CAFOD

Chaplaincy Corner

St Padre Pio’s promise:
‘When one million children pray the Rosary, the world will change’.

Aid to the Church in Need International, hopes to bring together a million
children worldwide to pray the Rosary this Sunday for peace and the end of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Pope Francis offered his support for the event after the Angelus on October 11:
“I encourage this beautiful event that involves children throughout the world,
who will pray especially for critical situations caused by the pandemic.”

We encourage our school community to pray the Rosary this Sunday.
Stay safe - Mrs. Grierson, Chaplain

SEN News

Hearing Impairments

What does it mean to be deaf or hard of hearing? It means to be lacking the power of hearing or
having hearing levels below the expected normal range.
This week we have been focusing on our students with hearing difficulties. For some that may be
difficulty in hearing quiet noises when they are facing the other direction, and for others they
may need extra help to hear conversations, the TV or announcements in public.
Have a look at the Audiogram of Familiar Sounds.
Do you see the yellow section in the middle? That is the
speech banana. This means that people with a hearing
difficulty may miss out on certain sounds in words and
sentences, making it hard to follow fast and busy
conversation.

Celebrities with hearing impairments
1. Beethoven – yes, the famous composer! He was profoundly deaf by the time he was 46 but
continued to compose fabulous music as he knew what the music would sound like.
2. Hermon and Heroda Berhane. Their family left Eretria to escape civil war when Hermon and
Heroda were young. Read their story here: www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/being-herhermon-heroda-interview or check out their social media channels. They have 74,000 Instagram
followers on their account @being_her.
3. Millie Bobby Brown from Netflix’s hit series Stranger Things. Millie Bobby Brown was born with
hearing loss in one of her ears, the condition has become more profound over time, leaving her
deaf in her right ear. In May 2020, Brown was featured on the Time 100 list of the world’s most
influential people and is the youngest person to appear on the list. In November 2018, she was the
youngest person to be appointed a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.
Top tips for making your speech clear:
1. Avoid talking with your hands covering your face
2. Be mindful when you are wearing a mask that people may be used to lip reading and find
it hard to hear you
3. Be patient, slow your speech a little, and annunciate your words.

Do you have any questions about what you have read today?
If so, you can contact Miss Minnock our SENDCo (Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Co-ordinator) a.minnock@holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk.

HOUSE
COMPETITION
WEEK

Last week marked the first House
Competition Fortnight of the year!

Students took part in a fortnight of
competitions, competing with other houses
in every subject to earn as many points as
possible.
Results changed every hour with every
house having a good chance to win, Saint
Elizabeth secured a last minute victory!
Well done to Mr Wilbraham and all pupils
in Saint Elizabeth House!
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Black History Month

LRC Monitors have put together displays and completed activities
celebrating Black History Month.
Students can learn about and be inspired by the lives of famous
black British personalities, both modern and historical, such as
sports people, scientists, astronauts, actors, artists, politicians,
historians, musicians, inventors, writers and many more.
There are a wide range of books available to students in LRCs on
both sites.

ENGLISH
More incredible work showcasing year 9's
research homework on 19th Century Villains vs
21st Century Villains (in Literature), as part of
their study of The Speckled Band (Sherlock
Holmes short story).

SCIENCE

View from the microscope

Year 12 BTEC (Applied Science) extracted DNA
from Kiwi fruit. It is not always easy to extract
this beautiful genetic material clear as this one
but it is always fascinating. Well done year 12!
Can you crack the code below and find out the
name of the milky substance?

D&T ASSEMBLED

This week we have curried fish tray
bakes, fabulous fashion
and a quick glimpse inside a workshop
lesson

PE
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS
Starting Monday 19th October
You MUST bring trainers

Please make sure you tell your parents/carers
before you attend afterschool clubs

What is the deadline for submission? 20 February 2021. Entries received after
this date will not be considered.
Must submissions have titles? Yes.
Do Columbans need to be mentioned in the entry? Not necessarily, but you are
welcome to mention any aspect of Columban mission work related to the theme.
Can I involve celebrities? Yes, as long you make the arrangement with them and
brief them about the competition.
Can I use interviews? Yes.
Do I have to be Catholic to participate? No, but you must have respect for the
Catholic ethos of the Missionary Society of St. Columban.
Do I need to submit a parent or guardian consent form with my entry? If
you've entered the competition before you may have been asked to submit a
parent or guardian consent form. This is no longer required.
When will I receive news about the winners of the competition? Winners to be
announced personally and on Columban media on 15 March 2021.
Can I enter if I've entered or won a prize in a previous competition? Yes.
How strict is the lower age limit? We can include young people who are turning
15 on or before the 31 August 2021. This will allow all students in the 14/15 year
group to enter.

For more information or an entry form please email Ms. Nordon
ms.nordon@holyfamilycatholicschool.co.uk

