Family
Matters
HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

Don’t
forg
et
Hamp
er
dona
tion
s
due
mon
day!
@HFCSWaltham

Issue 12
Friday 10th Dec. 2021

Important update in
Headteacher’s
message about
return to school in
January

www.holyfamily.waltham.sch.uk

Reminder:
ert
c
n
o
C
l
o
r
Ca
Dec.
h
t
14
.
s
e
u
T
7pm
all
Wiseman H
@HFCSWaltham

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL'S

Annual
Christmas
Hamper
Donations
Please see your Year group Google
Classrooms for details on donations
needed
FINAL DEADLINE:
MONDAY 13th DECEMBER
All Form class donations will be
distributed to Christian Kitchen

Please see Mrs Grierson for more information

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Quotation of the week
"In the midst of winter, I found there was, within me, an invincible summer. And that
makes me happy. For it says that no matter how hard the world pushes against me,
within me, there’s something stronger – something better, pushing right back”
- Albert Camus.
Winter can be a tough season, the cold, the dark and the inclement weather do not
agree with all of us and can make us feel depressed at times. Jesus is, of course, the
Light of the World and light plays an important role in the Christian faith and, indeed,
in many faiths. We’ve therefore installed some lights in the trees at the front of the
Walthamstow House site to be a beacon of light in our world at this time and to
remind us that God is with us here on earth and that light represents the divine
presence for us. I hope that you enjoy them if you pass the school in the evening.
Covid update
The government is clearly increasingly concerned about the pace at which the
omicron virus is spreading. School remains open as normal and we break up next
week on Friday 17th December with students dismissed from 12/12.15pm.
In the new year we are required to test all students once before they return to
lessons. This has to be carried out in school and so we are therefore having to stagger
the return of students. Full details will follow but the arrangements will be as follows:
Schedule for covid testing in January 2022

Advent Carol Service
I’ve written previously to invite parents/carers to attend our carol service. Please take
note of the precautions we are taking to keep covid safe. These include wearing
masks in the hall, social distancing to limit numbers, ventilation (so it may be cold wrap up warm please) and asking attendees to take a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) before
attending. Staying away if you have any covid symptoms.

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Fundraising for charity
Tuesday 14th December is Christmas Jumper Day where you can wear a Christmas jumper
in return for a donation which will go towards our Advent Charities. Thank you so much for
the wonderful response to our request for donations for the Christmas Hampers. We really
appreciate your generosity!
Lesson observations
I have been carrying out several lesson observations each week since late September. I’ve
now seen about 40 per cent of the staff teaching and have been really pleased with the
quality of lesson planning, of delivery, the quality of relationships in the classroom,
behaviour and the quality of learning. Our teachers work incredibly hard for everyone in
the school and they have had a very demanding term. My thanks to all of our teachers and
support staff and they will be looking forward to a well deserved break over Christmas.
Parents’ Surgery
Parents’ Surgery has resumed as a face to face service. If you have anything you wish to
discuss with me, as the headteacher, you can see me between 4pm and 5pm on Thursday
afternoons on the Walthamstow House site. You can call the office and book a time if you
wish, or turn up without an appointment. If you prefer, you can, of course, also make a
virtual appointment with me or book a phone call. If I am ever not available one of my
senior colleagues takes the surgery for me.

Please continue to remember us in your prayers.

Dr Andy Stone
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER'S COMMENDATION

This week we have commendations for some excellent Yr 8
mathematicians from Ms Atakan.

They are:

Rusalina S.,
Alberta K.
and Renucci W.

Well done to each of them!

HOLY FAMILY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL'S

Christmas
Carol
Service
Tuesday 14th December 2021
7pm - Wiseman Site Hall
Followed by
mince pies & refreshments
Covid measures:
Lateral Flow Test recommended on the day
Do not attend if you have symptoms/feel unwell/live
with someone who has tested positive
Track & trace system
Masks worn & Social Distancing
Ventilation - Please dress warmly
There will be a retiring collection to
support The School of Joy in Bethlehem
Please see Mrs Grierson for more information

WELLBEING
Each week we're going to look at one of the steps from
the 'Five ways to wellbeing'

Giv e
" Do so mething nice for a friend, or a str an ge r.
Tha nk so meone. Smile. Volunt eer y our ti me. Jo in
a co mmun ity group. L ook out, as well as i n.
See ing y ours elf, a nd y our happiness , linked to
t he wider community can be inc r edibly
r e wa rd ing a nd cre at es connect ions wit h the
pe ople around you."

You can learn more by reading the reasearch study
by New Economics here

The canteen on both sites
8:00 - 8:30am

Once you have made contact with them they will let you know which day you can access the
food bank

If you would like support from PL84U AL-SUFFA please complete the form on the next page or
use the contact information on the flyer above.

SOCIAL MEDIA
CATCHUP
@hfcswaltham

@hfcswaltham

Chaplaincy Corner
On the third Sunday of Advent we light the candle of Joy.
This Sunday is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin
word that means “rejoice”. We will light the pink candle on the
Advent wreath as a reminder that Advent is a season of joy
because our salvation is already at hand.
For many, Christmas is a truly joyful season. We celebrate with music and song, with
lights and decorations. We celebrate by getting together with family and friends and
of course exchanging gifts. It’s a joyful time of year.
But let us remember that the true joy at the centre of Christmas, comes not from the
lights and decorations but from the meaning of Christmas
Sacrament of Reconciliation
This week, students on the Walthamstow site had the opportunity to attend the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, to make their peace with God. We’re thankful to Canon
Niall, Fr Joseph and Fr Freddy for being so generous with their time.
Year 10 Retreat Day
This week, Year 10 had an in-house retreat day. One
day set-aside for students to deepen their personal
relationship with God and to reflect on how they can
apply the Gospel message of Jesus in their daily lives.
The sessions had time built in for reflection and slowing
down, a rarity in school but a feature of the season of
Advent.
The theme this year was Peace – at home, in the world
and in our own hearts. As usual, the day started with
Mass at our Lady & St George parish. We were
delighted to welcome Aisling from Pax Christi to work
with a number of tutor groups throughout the day;
another workshop gave students an opportunity to slow
down and reflect on the season of Advent and another
looked at how we handle conflict. Joe – a CAFOD youth campaigner, joined us virtually
to speak about his experience of COP26 and this was followed by a Laudato Si
workshop – pledges we can make in our own lives and at school to help slow climate
change.

Chaplaincy Corner
The third week of Advent is one of Joy. Our joy
doesn’t come from our jobs, our family, our
relationships, our finances, or our success.
Our joy doesn’t come from what we have on earth or
who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift we
received that first Christmas in Jesus Christ.

Dear Jesus,
help us focus on you during this
busy season.
May we stay aware of the joy you
bring into our lives.
We want to find you in the
everyday moments
and come with hearts of gratitude
to your manger on Christmas.
Amen

Laudato Si Commitments - “Turn your heating down just 1 degree” and you’ll
save money and the planet!

Advent Blessings, Mrs Grierson, Chaplain

Walthamstow House site

HOUSE
NEWS

A S P I R E

There will be a Christmas House Quiz
for students on
Thursday 16th December
during period 5
Representatives from each house will
compete to win prizes

A S P I R E

CULTURAL CORNER
THE BLACK POUND
The idea is simple:
Encourage consumers to support Black-owned businesses across the
UK and Europe by highlighting the importance of making conscious
choices with your money, and making it easier than ever for
customers to spend with Black-owned businesses and create more
inclusive shopping habits, while at the same time, empowering Black
communities and entrepreneurs. For one day a month, shoppers are
asked to switch their regular retailers for Black-owned businesses,
instead.
When does it happen?
BPD is more than just one day a year: it’s an ongoing campaign and
monthly event, happening on the first Saturday of every month.

Click the images above to read more on Forbes.com or to find
Black-Owned Businesses on londonontheinside.com

MUSIC

YEAR 7&8
Students have been working on
improving their keyboard skills
in year 7&8 this half-term, as
well as Year 7 taking it in turns
to learn the pBuzz. Great fun
has been had.
YEAR 9
Year 9 have been learning the Keyboard, Ukulele and Guitar
as part of their Musical Futures programme for this half
term. Students have been playing along to Bob Marley,
Stormzy and The Weeknd on their instruments. Well done
to all who are working hard!

CHINEKE ORCHESTRA PROJECT
Well done to Ella E., Olivia McC., Cynan L.,
Emily G-S., Elena O’B. and William G. who all
took part in a composition project with the
Chineke Orchestra and performed live in the
concert on 18th November. It was a fantastic
event enjoyed by all, with wonderfully
innovative pieces. They were all awarded
with St. Cecilia Music Awards by the school
for all their hard work.
Their pieces were all professionally recorded
so listen to the link below to hear them.
https://www.nmcrec.co.uk/togetherinsound

YEAR 7 MUSIC TRIPS
7S and 7R have already been lucky enough this half-term to
go on a free trip to the LSO St. Luke’s to see a lunchtime
concert. Students enjoyed the concert and if all goes to
plan, all forms will get to attend a free concert before the
end of the school year.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR MUSIC
Our Orchestra and Choir clubs are currently working hard to prepare for the Carol Service on 14th December
2021 – please support our students by coming along!
We are still looking for more singers for both our upper and lower choirs - all students and staff are
welcome – just come along!

Thursday - Lower site music room
Friday - Upper site music room.
INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS
Please note that we are now in the process of recruiting for our January timetables, for one-on-one
instrumental lessons.
We have a thriving instrumental programme at Holy Family with over 70 students learning
instruments. We can loan out many instruments for free and although there is a cost
involved to the lessons, we do not believe that money should be a barrier to a student
learning a musical instrument so please get in contact to discuss specific circumstances.
If you want your child to learn an instrument please email Mrs. Corlett at
mrs.corlett@holyfamilycatholicschool.co.uk for more details

ART

GCSE Art and Photography trip to the Taylor Wessing Portrait prize
at Cromwell place in South Kensington and then the Tate Britain.
Students had a great day!

MFL

Maja M., Emmanuella A., Milena
S., Ilana I., Neli E., Grace M.

Nathaniel A., Feile A., Dennys G.,
Jakub M., Rekisan M., Maria S.,
Iliana S., Oskar T., Bavithran U.,
Susan Z., Yu Ruo C., Stacy D'S.,
Aleesha L., Nyah T., Jane T.,
Francis W.

ALisa K., Elijah A., Elyara C.,
Ella E., Paul S., Tiffany R., Maja
M., Beyoncy A.

