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The start of the GCSE journey…

It only seems like yesterday that your child was about to start in year 7!

GCSE courses are finished in only 5 and a half terms!

The keys to success are:
• Working hard from day one
• Never wasting time
• Being in school every day
• Asking for help when you are stuck
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Important skills:

• Punctuality
• Engagement
• Presentation
• Attire
• Empathy
• Organisation
• Professionalism
• Leadership
• Communication
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Choosing subjects

• This is a very exciting time in your child’s educational journey.

• Making wise, informed choices is vital

• Do not choose a subject because your friends are choosing it

• Do not choose a subject because you like the teacher or you think it will be 
an easy subject

• Do not strike a subject off your list because you think it is hard
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The Core Curriculum

All students will study:
• English
• English Literature
• Mathematics
• Science (triple or combined) 
• RE
• PE (non-examined)
• PSHCE (non-examined)
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Pathways

Blue Pathway – English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
This includes:
• The core curriculum 
• Geography or History 
• French or Spanish 
• One free choice

Green Pathway
This includes:
• The core curriculum 
• At least one of Geography or History or French or Spanish 
• Two free choices
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Pathways

Bespoke Pathway

This includes:
• The core curriculum 
• Additional Maths and English/support
• Up to two free choices

All pathways give a clear progression route to further study in our sixth 
form, or at college, and on to university or other training or employment.
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What are EBacc qualifications? 

The EBacc is the English Baccalaureate. It is not a single qualification, like a 
GCSE - it is a set of qualifications that keeps young people’s options open for 
further study and future careers.

The EBacc is:

★ English Language and English Literature
★ Maths
★ The sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Computing)
★ Geography or History
★ A language
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Why take EBacc subjects?  

Studying History helps us 
understand how the past has 
shaped, and continues to shape, 
global, national and local 
relationships between societies and 
people.
A degree in History could lead to a 
career in: 
Law
Politics
Journalism
Teaching 
Human resources 
Marketing
Heritage and museums
Civil service
Archaeology

Studying Geography is very 
relevant to issues such as 
climate change, migration, 
environmental issues, social and 
economic inequalities. Studying 
Geography makes you a well-
informed global citizen.
A degree in Geography could 
lead to a career in:  
Architectural technology
Business analysis
Environmental consultant 
Teaching
Town planning
Transport planning
Nature conservation
Political risk analysis 

Studying Languages gives you a 
window into another culture.  It 
has also been shown to improve 
working memory, helping 
students to retain more 
information for all exams. It 
increases employability in today’s 
competitive job market. 
A degree in Languages could lead 
to a career in: 
Academic research
Translating
Teaching 
Law
Politics
Journalism
Sales and marketing 
International aid work 
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DFE EBacc leaflet 

Click on the links below to 
access the Department for 
Education’s leaflet on EBacc 
and the parent section of 
Careerpilot website: 

Further information 

Careerpilot parent 
information 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761031/DfE_EBacc_Leaflet.pdf
https://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/all-questions/how-can-i-help-my-child-make-their-option-choices-in-year-9-some-schools-make-option-choices-in-y8
https://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/all-questions/how-can-i-help-my-child-make-their-option-choices-in-year-9-some-schools-make-option-choices-in-y8
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There is now an opportunity to speak with the Heads of Department for 
each optional subject and to find out more about what students have to do 
to be successful in each of those subjects in years 10 and 11. 

Please ask lots of questions tonight. 

Senior staff are available to answer questions too. 

Thank you for coming and Enjoy the rest of the evening. 
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